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Our School – Healesville High School
Healesville High School is a medium sized state secondary school uniquely positioned in the Yarra Valley. Our reasonably
small enrolment allows personalised attention and planning of programs for students and allows them to fully develop
their talents and abilities in an environment that emphasises co-operation and mutual respect. We provide a broad
curriculum and full VCE, VET and VCAL programs. Students benefit from small classes and ample teacher attention something that certainly helps our students to achieve academic excellence.
At Healesville High we firmly believe that all children can learn and achieve success. Through our school’s Strategic Plan,
we have developed a curriculum program and teaching strategies which make learning relevant and engaging. Teaching
and learning have the highest emphasis at our school with student wellbeing an ongoing priority. We aim to build and
develop the school values of Relationships, Respect, Responsibility and Teamwork in our students.

Small school, big opportunities
Our students have access to numerous opportunities, all aimed at enriching their secondary school experience. The
school is proud to have outstanding specialist facilities including a state-of-the-art Trade Training Centre and extensive
senior school facilities, housed within a specially designated VCE building. Our science and visual arts facilities are
extensive, and we are extremely fortunate and proud to have a purpose-built studio arts exhibition space and an
examination centre.
Students can compete in sport at school and interschool level and participate in a high-quality Outdoor Education
program at Senior School level. Sporting facilities include an indoor heated swimming pool, two basketball stadiums, a
gymnasium and weights room. We have a 250-seat performing arts centre and run an annual school production, which
for many students, is the highlight of their school year. Under the expert guidance of our Art staff, students can join the
‘Art Factory’. This program allows students to explore and develop their artistic pursuits and passions and to exhibit their
work. Our Instrumental Music program is exceptional, and we are regarded as having one of the strongest programs in
the outer east area.
A key strength of our school is that we really know our students. Our small size enables our staff to personally know all
students; their strengths, areas for development and their individual needs. This helps us to create an environment
where your child really feels like they belong.
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School Values
Our school has four key values. We believe that by promoting and teaching these values, our graduates will be able to
experience success and make valuable contributions to the wider community.

Respect
•
•

•

Responsibility

Care for self, others and the environment
Accept and embrace diversity
Tolerate different opinions

Relationships
•
•

•

•
•

•

Be accountable for your actions
Make a commitment to all that you do
Act in a fair and reasonable manner

Teamwork

Be trustworthy and honest
Get along with others
Be sensitive to the feelings of others

•
•

•

Cooperate and share
Learn together in a supportive way
Persist and make a genuine effort

Key Contacts
Principal
Assistant Principal
Junior School Manager
Senior School Manager
Year 10 Manager
Director of Curriculum
Careers & VET Managers
Student Wellbeing Manager

Allan Rennick
Laura Mitchell
Scott Fisher
Gabby Plunkett
Meagan Neil
Nicole Schoch
Gayle Shelley / Holly O’Brien
Lisa Mathieson

Domain Leaders
Art/Technology
English
Health & Physical Education/Sport
Humanities
Mathematics
Science
Instrumental Music
VCAL

Emma Lumsden
Karl Fritzlaff
Trent Morison
Shelley Morley
Erin Benham
Aparna Khanna
Amanda Morrison
Nicole Schoch

School Organisation
Bell times
Session 1
Session 2
Recess
Session 3
Session 4
Lunch
Session 5
Session 6
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8:50am – 9:40am
9:40am – 10:30am
10:30am – 11:00am
11:00am – 11:50am
11:50am – 12:40pm
12:40pm – 1:35pm
1:35pm – 2:25pm
2:25pm – 3:15pm
Buses leave from 3:25pm
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General Office
The General Office is open Monday to Friday from 8.15am to 4.30pm. After hours the school’s answering machine is
available for messages to be left. Students pay monies and return permission forms for school activities to the General
Office.

Compass School Manager
The school uses this online management system to streamline many school operations including attendance,
communication, event management and reporting.

Buses
Students living greater than 4.8km from the school are provided free school bus travel and routes and schedules are
given upon enrolment at the school for students. However, students intending on travelling on the public bus will be
expected to pay using a Myki.

BYOD
Healesville High School have a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) model for computer access at the school and have
partnered with several computer suppliers to make the purchasing of items simpler.
The partner suppliers include JB Hi-Fi Education Solutions and Learning with Technologies. Each supplier has a portal
system, set up for parent, student and staff access and while we are not recommending you use any particular supplier,
these ones do offer:
•
•
•
•

Flexible payment options
Easy pickup
3 Year on-site warranty
The ability to load the eduSTAR software image upon request.

If you require any assistance, please call the IT staff members at the school.
For more detailed information (including portal passwords and links) go to the www.healesvillehs.vic.edu.au website and
select BYOD from the Enrolment menu.

Attendance
Attendance at all classes is compulsory. Regular punctual attendance at school helps social adjustments as well as
academic development. Parents are encouraged to contact the school over matters of concern including notification of
student absence and any required appointments with staff. If a student is to be absent for an extended period due to
illness or family reasons, the school would appreciate a phone call to inform us of the situation. 90% attendance is
required at VCE to meet the required hours per unit of study.

Arriving late
Students who arrive after 8:50am must report to the general office to obtain a late pass to present to the class teacher
and it will be recorded on the attendance roll.

Homework
In general, students should expect to spend 12-15 hours per week in Year 11, and 15-20 hours per week in Year 12,
completing tasks, study or revision outside of their regular school hours. Homework is an essential component of the
senior curriculum and it provides students with the opportunity to clarify their understanding. Often homework will
involve students extending their knowledge, practicing their skills and preparing for upcoming assessment tasks.

Textbooks and Stationery
Students in Year 11 and 12 are required to purchase textbooks for Core Subjects. Textbook/stationery lists and order
forms may be placed through the school supplier Lilydale Books, 1/25-27 Hightech Place, Lilydale.

Curriculum Materials and Service Charges
The School Council sets the Curriculum Material and Services Charge, which is also dependant on chosen electives.
Families who experience financial difficulty can discuss payment options with the Principal.
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Reports
Students will be assessed against the Victorian Curriculum and will receive ongoing reporting and feedback throughout
the year. Teaching staff will assess Common Assessment Tasks via a rubric and they will also assign a letter grade. This
feedback is ongoing and is recorded on Compass. Parents and students can expect to see feedback for Common
Assessment Tasks within two weeks of the task being completed. Students should use this feedback to reflect on their
learning and to consider areas for improvement.
Interim Reports are issued at the end of terms 1 and 3 and consist of a progress check on each student’s application to
their studies, behaviour and attitude. At the end of each semester, students will receive a report on each subject
indicating their standard of achievement in Common Assessment Tasks, their progression against the Victorian
Curriculum achievement standards, their commitment to learning and their level of personal and social
behaviours. Student reports can be accessed by parents via Compass.

Newsletter – ‘Connections’
The school’s newsletter ‘Connections’ is issued fortnightly and contains news of events, developments and achievements
at the school throughout the year. Parents can receive this either by email or via the school website. It is hoped that all
parents take the time to read this. Students and parents are also encouraged to access school information through our
Facebook page.

Cafeteria
The school’s indoor cafeteria is open before school, recess and lunchtime. Every Wednesday morning, some breakfast is
provided for students by a volunteer breakfast program which is co-ordinated by our Student Wellbeing team.

Library
The Library Resource Centre is open from 8.30am to 4.00pm including recess and lunchtime. It contains study areas,
computer facilities and recreational reading areas. Students have ready access to a vast array of resources including a
comprehensive research and reference collection, a regularly updated selection of novels, magazines and audio-visual
material.

Indoor Heated Pool (Jack Hort Memorial Pool)
Students have free access to a 25m indoor heated pool at lunchtime. This facility is located on the school grounds and is
also used in some Physical Education, Outdoor Education and Sport and Recreation classes.

Student Services - Student Wellbeing Centre
This centre is led by the Student Wellbeing Manager and provides a variety of services to support students throughout
their schooling. Professionals in this area who are all present on a weekly basis include an Educational Psychologist
(learning assessments), Psychologists, Social worker and an Adolescent Health Nurse.

Doctors in Schools
Healesville High School is a ‘Doctors in Schools’ partnership school. We have a fully equipped doctor’s clinic and Health
Nurse on site and students have access to this facility on Tuesdays. See Lisa Mathieson to make an appointment.
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Healesville High School Uniform Supplier

Uniform Requirements
All students are required to wear full school uniform every day, during official school events and excursions unless
otherwise instructed. The co-operation of parents/guardians is expected in delivering a high standard of appearance for
our students. Parents having financial or other difficulties meeting these guidelines are asked to contact the school.

Uniform items that may be purchased from our uniform supplier (psw.com.au/schools)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HHS approved grey school pants or shorts
White school shirt with school logo (short or long sleeved)
Black windcheater
School rugby jumper
Black soft-shell polyester jacket with school logo
School check dress (summer)
Green tartan skirt (winter)
(All skirts and dresses must be of an appropriate length, not shorter than 12cm above the knee)
School backpack with school logo (optional)
Bucket style hat with school logo (optional)

Other items to be purchased
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plain black fully enclosed low-heeled leather shoes or leather T-Bar shoes
Plain white or black socks
No pants to be worn underneath skirt and no tights with dress
HHS ties are optional
Plain white long /short-sleeved t-shirt or skivvy may be worn under the school shirt in winter, providing it is not
visible
Plain black or bottle green scarves may be worn during winter
Thin black or bottle green headbands may be worn
Black blazer with school logo can be ordered (optional)

Clarifications
•
•
•
•

Non-school jackets are NOT to be worn at school
Hooded jumpers are NOT to be worn at school
Canvas and slip-on black shoes are NOT to be worn. No white on black school shoes
Beanies are NOT to be worn at school. Sunhats are encouraged for outside in summer
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Sport / physical education uniform requirements
It is compulsory for all students to wear the following uniform items for all sport and physical education classes and also
when participating in interschool level sports.
•
•
•
•

•

HHS grey sports polo t-shirt
HHS black shorts or plain black tracksuit pants
Runners
Hat during terms 1 & 4. (As part of the SunSmart policy students are required to wear a hat when participating in an
outdoor activity for sport or physical education classes. A wide brimmed hat is preferable, but School Council has
deemed a cap acceptable. Suitable hats are available from the uniform supplier)
Students who have sport or physical education classes are allowed to wear their sport uniform all day. This includes
the HHS black shorts or plain black tracksuit pants. Students must be in full sport uniform.

Dress Code requirements for non-uniform days
When students are permitted to be out of uniform, their clothes should be appropriate to wear to school and be as close
to uniform items as possible (plain, neat and casual).
The following must not be worn at school at any time:
•
Thongs or unsafe shoes (includes slippers and Ugg Boots)
•
Singlet/midriff tops (shoulders/stomach must be covered; sleeves and a collar are encouraged)
•
Inappropriate length shorts, skirts or dresses
•
Items with offensive or inappropriate language/pictures. Ripped or torn clothes.
•
Excessive jewellery. Piercings must be covered in practical classes to comply with safety regulations.

Summary of action when students do not adhere to Uniform or Dress Code
1.

2.
3.
4.

In exceptional circumstances, when a student is unable to wear correct school uniform, they are required to bring a
note from their parent/guardian giving a valid reason for non-compliance. This note must be presented to the
Assistant Principal at the start of the day. A uniform pass will then be given to the student(s).
Students out of uniform without a valid note will be given a pass, however, they will also be given a lunchtime
detention.
Repeat offences will be followed up by the relevant Year Level Manager and the student will be given an afterschool detention. Parents will be informed of repeat non-compliance.
If a student does not comply with the Uniform Dress Code or meet Health and Safety Guidelines, parents may be
contacted, and the student may be excluded from an activity.

Lost uniform items
Please make sure all school clothing is clearly labelled with your student’s name. This will assist in the return of lost
items.
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Student Engagement and Wellbeing
All members of the school community have the right to work in a safe and respectful learning environment free from
intimidation, bullying and harassment and where positive relationships are fostered and encouraged. When behaviours
that do not support our positive school culture occur, the school works towards restoring relationships and appropriate
consequences are negotiated using the principles of Restorative Practice.
The Wellbeing Manager is available to all students, parents and teachers for support and advice in behavioural, social
and learning problems. This person liaises with staff from all areas of the school, Counsellors and Youth Workers and
outside agencies where necessary to assist student wellbeing.
The school’s Health Educator (school nurse) assists with individual health counselling, health promotion and health
education classes.
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Year 11 and 12 General Information
Maths Help
Students from Years 7-12 may attend these sessions if they require assistance with homework, assignments or general
numeracy curriculum support. Maths Help sessions run on Tuesday afternoons from 3:20pm-4:20pm.

Study Club
Students in Years 11 and 12 may attend these sessions if they require assistance with homework, assignments, or general
study. Study Club runs on Tuesday afternoons from 3:20pm-4:20pm.

Sport
The intraschool sports program includes the annual Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, as well as the School CrossCountry event. Students wanting to represent the school in interschool sport through School Sport Victoria (SSV) can do
so in athletics, swimming, cross-country, cricket, volleyball, tennis, baseball, badminton, softball, table tennis, netball,
AFL football, soccer, hockey and basketball.

Houses
Students are placed in a House upon enrolment at the school.
Dennis – Red
Yarra – Yellow
Riddell - Green
Maroondah – Blue
Student performances in whole school sport events such as Swimming, Cross-Country and Athletics contribute points
towards their house score, with a perpetual trophy presented to the winning house at each carnival.

Student Voice
Students are encouraged to join our Student Representative Council. This groups considers ways we can improve the
school. Students are also offered the opportunity to participate in student forums to voice their opinion on a range of
issues impacting students at Healesville High School.
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Choosing a Program
When choosing courses and units, students should consider the following questions:
Is the subject of interest to me?
•
•
•
•
•

Do I have a good chance of success in the subject?
What type of work is required? Practical? Scientific? Advanced literacy skills?
Will the chosen unit keep open a suitable range of later studies and career choices?
Do the units fulfil the requirements for admission to relevant tertiary courses?
What type of student program am I most interested in?

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) at Healesville High School is normally taken over two or three years with
most students completing 22 units. VCE does not require Unit 1 and 2 to precede Units 3 and 4, but it is strongly advised
that students study Units 1 to 4 in order.
Students select a program which includes:
•
12 VCE/VET Units (Six Unit 1 and 2 study sequences) at Years 10 / 11 and
•
10 VCE/VET Units (Five Unit 3 and 4 study sequences) at Year 11 / 12
Satisfactory completion of the VCE
In order to be eligible for the VCE, at least 16 units must be satisfactorily completed including:
•
three units of English in consecutive 3 and 4 units.
•
at least three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English.
Note: The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) advises that for the calculation of the student’s Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR), satisfactory completion of both Units 3 and 4 of an English sequence is required.
Students are generally required to undertake the following:
•
Year 11- 12 units (six studies), Year 12- 10 units (five studies).
We encourage students to seriously consider completing a Unit 3/4 sequence in Year 11 to gain a sixth study for their
ATAR.
Satisfactory completion of a unit
To satisfactorily complete a unit in any study, students must demonstrate achievement of each of the outcomes for the
unit as specified in the study design.
Achievement of an outcome means:
•
the work meets the required standard as described in the outcomes
•
the work was submitted on time
•
the work is clearly the student’s own
•
there has been no substantive breach of rules.
If all outcomes are achieved, the student is awarded S (Satisfactory) for the unit.
A student may not be granted satisfactory completion if:
•
the work is not of the required standard as described in the outcomes
•
the student has failed to meet a school deadline or approved extension of time for the assessment task
•
the work cannot be authenticated
•
there has been a substantive breach of rules including school attendance rules.
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Graded Assessment
Students will demonstrate the level of their achievement of each of the outcomes in the units they are undertaking
through their performance on the School Assessed Coursework (SAC) designated for that unit. These tasks will be
completed mainly in the classroom during class time.
At the beginning of each unit, students will be given a schedule of SAC dates.
In Units 1 and 2, outcomes will be assessed and graded using the key knowledge and skills designated by the VCAA, with
S or N results reported. The school will provide students feedback appropriate to each assessment task and each
outcome, including advice on where and how improvements can be made for further learning. Marks will be reported on
the end-of-semester reports. Marks are not reported to the VCAA and are not subject to moderation.
In Units 3 and 4, coursework assessment or School Assessed Coursework (SAC) describes the most commonly used form
of graded assessment used to measure each student’s level of achievement based on the assessment tasks designated
for the unit. This assessment will take place mainly in the classroom under teacher supervision over a specified period of
class time. Coursework scores are forwarded to the VCAA and are subject to statistical moderation. Details of the
moderation procedure may be found in the pamphlet Statistical Moderation of VCE Coursework that can be accessed at:
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au.
School Assessed Tasks (SATs) are forms of assessment which are undertaken over a longer period of time. SATs occur in
studies where students complete a product or folio: Art, Media Studies, Studio Arts, Visual Communication and Design,
Design and Technology and Systems. The scores for SATs are forwarded to the VCAA and are subject to review based on
student performance on the General Achievement Test (GAT), which is held in June. The VCAA will inform students of
their level of achievement on School Assessed Tasks. At the school level students will receive regular feedback
throughout the duration of the task.
In some studies, there are designated SACs that are not scored but are essential for determining S or N.
Students who do not satisfactorily complete all the criteria for an assessment task will have an opportunity to redeem
this situation after consultation with their teacher. This redemption will not change the result for that assessment task
but will qualify the student for an S for the outcome.
Assessment Tasks
A list of study specific designated assessment tasks (SAC or SAT) appear in study designs at the conclusion of each unit.
Typically, these tasks include tests, short and extended responses, reports, folios, analyses, presentations, annotated
folios, summaries, a selection of exploratory works, practical activities, problem solving, etc. These are formal
assessment tasks used to verify a student’s understanding, to grade student performance and to prepare them for the
end of year examination.
Coursework
Coursework encompasses a range of classroom and homework activities set by the teacher to scaffold and support
student learning with a view to students performing better on assessment tasks as a result.
Completion of a replacement SAC
If a student is unable to attend an assessment and has a medical certificate or other relevant documentation to support
their absence, they should immediately see their teachers on return to school to be informed of the date for their
replacement SACs, in order to satisfactorily complete outcomes. The appropriate form must be completed and returned
to the classroom teacher/VCE Manager for approval.
Extension of time to complete a SAT
Students who are unable to complete a SAT by the due date must apply to the VCE Manager prior to the due date for an
extension of time and must provide a medical certificate or other documentation to support their application. Extensions
of up to two weeks from the original date may be granted.

VCE / VCAL Handbook 2022

12

Authentication of Coursework and Assessment Tasks
In order to meet the requirements for satisfactory completion of a unit, students must submit work that is clearly their
own and that has not been submitted for assessment in any other unit. Apart from the incorporation of appropriately
referenced text and source material, no part of a student’s work may be copied from the work of someone else.
A student should not accept undue assistance from any other person in the preparation and submission of work. Any
material referred to in student work should be attributed to its source.
Teachers will provide opportunities throughout the unit to check each student’s work as students proceed through the
completion of the assessment tasks. The onus of authenticity rests with the student. Students must show work in
progress to their teacher to demonstrate the authenticity of the work.
For more information see: http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
Computer Use
If a student uses a computer to produce a work requirement or assessment task, it is their responsibility to ensure that:
•
An alternative system is available for use in case of computer or printer malfunction or unavailability
•
Copies of the work in progress are produced regularly to meet drafting and authentication requirements
•
Work is saved on to a back-up file. The back-up file should not be stored with the computer. It is imperative that
all work is regularly backed up onto appropriate memory devices at school and at home
•
Computer errors and problems are NOT sufficient reason for an extension of time to be given to complete a piece
of assessment.
Special Provision
Students who experience some form of chronic or significant hardship during the year due to medical, physical and/or
other serious reasons can apply for Special Provision. The VCAA may, depending on the nature of the hardship, allow the
school to provide one or more of the following forms of support to complete an assessment task: extra time, a separate
room, use of a computer or use of a reader and/or scribe. These forms of support may also apply to exams.
It is imperative that significant hardships are well documented. The appropriate documentation must specify the
problem, severity, treatment if any, effect on study and dates involved. To support their application, the student must
provide medical practitioner or psychologist’s reports. Students wishing to apply for Special Provision should see the VCE
Manager at the beginning of the school year.
Year 12 students completing their VCE who have experienced severe hardship due to personal, health, financial or other
reasons, through the whole or part of the year, should complete a SEAS (Special Entry Access Schemes) Application Form
at the end of the year. This form (which is available from the school or on the VTAC website: www.vtac.edu.au) is sent to
VTAC and could assist with entrance to a tertiary course.
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Unit 1 and 2 Studies Offered in 2022
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounting
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Environmental Science
Food Studies
General Mathematics
Health and Human Development
History
Japanese
Legal Studies
Literature
Mathematical Methods
Media
Music Performance
Outdoor Education and Environmental Studies
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Studio Art

Please Note: The following summaries include excerpts from the VCE Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for
the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to view the full accredited study design and other resources on the VCAA
website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/studies/index.aspx).
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Accounting
VCE Accounting explores the financial recording, reporting, analysis and decision-making processes of a sole
proprietor small business. Students study both theoretical and practical aspects of accounting. Accounting plays
an integral role in the successful operation and management of businesses. VCE Accounting prepares students
for a university or TAFE vocational study pathway to commerce, management and accounting, leading to
careers in areas such as financial accounting, management accounting, forensic/ investigative accounting,
taxation, environmental accounting, management and corporate or personal financial planning.
Unit 1 - Role of accounting in business
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the role of accounting in the determination of business
success or failure. In this, it considers the importance of accounting information to stakeholders. Students
analyse, interpret, and evaluate the performance of the business using financial and non-financial information.
They use these evaluations to make recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an investment.
Unit 2 - Accounting and decision-making for a trading business
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting process for sole proprietors operating a trading
business, with a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. Students use
manual processes and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted accounting reports.
Unit 3 - Financial accounting for a trading business
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading business owned by a sole proprietor and highlights the
role of accounting as an information system. Students use the double entry system of recording financial data
and prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of inventory recording.
Unit 4 - Recording, reporting, budgeting and decision-making
In this unit students further develop their understanding of accounting for a trading business owned by a sole
proprietor and the role of accounting as an information system. Students use the double entry system of
recording financial data and prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of
inventory recording. Both manual methods and ICT are used to record and report.
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Biology
Students are introduced to some of the challenges to sustaining life. They examine the cell as a basic unit of life. They will
compare and contrast the needs of the unicellular organism and the multicellular one. Inputs and outputs are
investigated, including how materials move into or out of the cell. Survival is studied at a larger scale, the interactions
between the components of a habitat. Fieldwork is a component of this course.
Unit 1: How do living things stay alive?
Students explore what is needed by an organism to stay alive. They are introduced to some of the challenges for
organisms, the cell as the structural and functional unit of life and the requirements for sustaining cellular processes in
terms of inputs and outputs. Students analyse types of adaptations that enhance an organism’s survival and the role of
homeostatic mechanisms, as well as considering how the planet’s biodiversity is classified and factors that affect
population growth.
Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained?
Students focus on asexual and sexual cell reproduction and the transmission of biological information across generations.
The role of stem cells is examined, and their potential use in medical therapies is considered. Students explore
inheritance and consider the role of genetic knowledge in decision-making about the inheritance of various genetic
conditions. In this context the uses of genetic screening and its social and ethical issues are examined.
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?
Students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives to consider the capabilities and limitations of
living organisms. Students examine the key molecules and biochemical pathways involved in cellular processes both
within the cell and between cells. At this molecular level students study the human immune system and the interactions
between its components to provide immunity to a specific antigen.
Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges over time?
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has been subjected. They
examine change in life forms, investigate the relatedness between species and consider the impact of various change
events on a population’s gene pool. Students explore the structural and cognitive trends in the human fossil record and
the interrelationships between human biological and cultural evolution. The biological consequences, and social and
ethical implications of manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies are explored for both the individual
and the species
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Business Management
Students will develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to participate effectively as part of
the business community, and as informed citizens, consumers and investors. This study leads to opportunities within
business and management such as small business ownership, project managing, human resource managing, operations
managing or executive management. Further study can lead to specialisation in areas such as marketing, public relations
and event management.
Unit 1: Planning a business
Taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality is the cornerstone of economic and social development. In
this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and external environments within which
businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning a business.
Unit 2: Establishing a business
Students will investigate the establishment of a business, including compliance with legal requirements, establishment of
financial record keeping systems, staffing the business, creation of a customer base, and essential features of effective
marketing. Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to contemporary
business case studies from the past four years.
Unit 3: Managing a business
Students examine the different types of businesses and their respective objectives. They consider corporate culture,
management styles, management skills and the relationship between each of these. Students investigate strategies to
manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives.
Unit 4: Transforming a business
In this unit students consider the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance
and the strategic management necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical model to
undertake change and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective way to
improve business performance.
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Chemistry
This subject enables students to explore key processes related to the composition and behaviour of matter and
the chemical processes that occur on Earth and beyond. Chemical models and theories are used to describe and
explain known chemical reactions and processes. Chemistry underpins the production and development of
energy, the maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines and new materials, and the
treatment of wastes. An understanding of the complexities and diversity of chemistry leads students to
appreciate the interconnectedness of the content areas both within chemistry, and across chemistry and the
other sciences.
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?
Students investigate the chemical properties and practical applications of a range of materials. They explore and
explain the relationships between properties, structure, and bonding forces within and between particles that
vary in size. Students are introduced to quantitative concepts in chemistry.
Unit 2: What makes water such a unique chemical?
In this unit students explore the physical and chemical properties of water, the reactions that occur in water and
various methods of water analysis, examining the structure and bonding within and between water molecules.
They are introduced to stoichiometry, analytical techniques and instrumental procedures analysis, and apply
these to examples. Students explore the solvent properties of water and analyse selected issues.
Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency?
Students compare and evaluate different chemical energy resources and investigate the combustion of fuels.
They consider the purpose, design and operating principles of different energy cells and calculate quantities in
electrolytic reactions. Students apply the equilibrium law and Le Chatelier’s principle to predict and explain the
conditions that will improve the efficiency and percentage yield of chemical processes.
Unit 4: How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used?
Students process data from instrumental analyses to confirm or deduce organic structures and perform
volumetric analyses to determine the concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. They predict the products
of reaction pathways and design pathways to produce particular compounds from given starting materials.
Students investigate key food molecules including carbohydrates, proteins, lipids, and vitamins and use
calorimetry to determine the energy released in the combustion of food.
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Environmental Science
This subject enables students to explore the challenges that past and current human interactions with the
environment present for the future by considering how Earth’s atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and
lithosphere function as interrelated systems. In undertaking this study, students examine how environmental
actions affect, and are affected by ethical, social and political frameworks.
Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems connected?
In this unit, students examine Earth as a set of four interacting systems: the atmosphere, biosphere,
hydrosphere and lithosphere. They investigate the evidence of the age of Earth and its structure, linking this to
how all systems interact. Students explore the physical requirements for life as well as the outputs of life. They
consider the effects of natural and human-induced changes in chosen ecosystems. They investigate the physical
environment and its components, the function of local ecosystems, and the interactions that occur in and
between ecological components over different timescales.
Students will monitor and measure biotic and abiotic components of their local ecosystems, as well as being
able to describe the flow of matter and energy. Through either fieldwork or laboratory work, students will
investigate how ecosystems may change as a response to external influences. Students will pose a question and
design the method to be used in their investigation.
Unit 2: How can pollution be managed?
In this unit students explore the concept of pollution and associated impacts on Earth’s four systems through
global, national and local perspectives. Students distinguish between wastes, contaminants and pollutants and
examine the characteristics, measurement and management of pollution. They analyse the effects of pollutants
on the health of humans and the environment over time. Students choose and compare three pollutants of
national and/or global significance and discuss management options. They consider how values, beliefs and
evidence affect environmental decision-making. Specific research will be undertaken into the effects and
treatment of three selected pollutants. The skills learned in this research will then be applied to the
investigation of a local pollutant. Students will be encouraged to work in a scientific manner, evaluating data,
making distinctions between anecdote and evidence, validity and reliability.
Unit 3: How can biodiversity and development be sustained?
This unit investigates the concept of biodiversity and its importance in the biosphere. Students study the
different methods used to measure and evaluate current levels of biodiversity. This is extended into evaluating
the effectiveness of current management strategies designed to protect a selection of endangered species.
Biodiversity is categorized in terms of genetics, species and its role in ecosystems.
Further to this, students examine how sustainable, human development may be. Through case studies, students
will evaluate harmful impacts, challenges to sustainability and the accuracy of data being collected.
Unit 4: How can the impacts of human energy use be reduced?
Students analyse the social and environmental impacts of energy production and use. The initial focus is on the
creation and use of fossil fuels and further research extends student understanding of alternate energy sources.
The science of improving energy extraction from a range of sources will be reviewed as will the negative impacts
of energy production. Climate change and the resultant environmental impacts are reviewed and evaluated.
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English
The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative thinking,
aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from
interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Students will engage with texts from the contemporary world and from
the past, using texts from Australia and other cultures. Students studying English become confident, articulate and
critically aware communicators and further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English
helps equip students for participation in a democratic society and the global community.
This study will build on the learning established through Australian Curriculum English in the key discipline concepts of
language, literature and literacy, and the language modes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing.
This study enables students to:
•
Extend their English skills through thinking, listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing.
•
Enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language.
•
Analyse and discuss a range of texts from different periods, styles, genres and contexts.
•
Understand how culture, values and context affect meaning and interpretation of texts.
•
Understand how ideas are presented by analysing form, purpose, context, structure and language.
•
Analyse texts and make relevant connections to themselves, their community and the world.
•
Convey ideas, feelings, observations and information effectively in written, spoken and multimodal forms to a
range of audiences.
•
Demonstrate an ability to make choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and
context.
•
Think critically about the ideas and arguments of others and the use of language to persuade.
•
Develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts.
Unit 1
In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and the use of
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences.
Unit 2
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented
and the use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences.
Unit 3
On completion of this unit students should be able to produce an analytical interpretation of a selected text, and a
creative response to a different selected text. Students will analyse and compare the use of argument and persuasive
language in texts that present a point of view on an issue currently debated in the media.
Unit 4
In this unit students will produce a detailed comparison which analyses how two selected texts present ideas, issues and
themes. Students will also construct a sustained and reasoned point of view on an issue currently debated in the media.
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Food Studies
VCE Food Studies examines the background to Australia’s varied and abundant food supply, and explores reasons for our
food choices. This study is designed to build the capacities of students to make informed food choices. Students develop
their understanding of food while acquiring skills that enable them to take greater ownership of their food decisions and
eating patterns.
Unit 1: Food origins
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives, and investigates the origins and roles of food through
time and across the world. Students also investigate Australian indigenous food prior to European settlement and how
food patterns have changed over time. Students investigate cuisines that are part of Australia’s culinary identity today
and reflect on the concept of an Australian cuisine, considering the influence of technology and globalisation on food
patterns.
Unit 2: Food makers
Students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia, exploring both commercial and small-scale settings, and
the significance of food industries to the Australian economy. They produce and evaluate foods, design new foods and
adapt recipes. Students consider the effective provision and preparation of food in the home, and analyse the benefits
and challenges of developing and using practical food skills in daily life.
Unit 3: Food in daily life
This unit investigates the many roles and everyday influences of food. Students explore the science of food, the
functional properties of food and the changes that occur during food preparation and cooking. Students analyse the
scientific rationale behind the dietary guidelines, developing an understanding of diverse nutrient requirements, food
values and behaviours within social environments. They investigate behavioural principles that assist in the
establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns. The practical component of this unit enables students to understand
food science terminology and to apply specific techniques to the production of everyday food.
Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and futures
Students examine debates about global and Australian food systems, focusing on issues related to the environment,
ecology, ethics, farming practices, technologies, food security/safety, food wastage, and the use and management of
water and land. Students also investigate how the development of food knowledge, skills and habits empower
consumers. Students consider how to assess information, draw evidence-based conclusions and apply this methodology.
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General Mathematics (Units 1 and 2)
General Mathematics provides for the continuing development of mathematical skills and concepts for students wanting
to complete VCE Further Mathematics Unit 3 and 4. The subject is designed for students who have a wide range of
educational and employment aspirations, including studies at university or TAFE.
Students will need to have a TI-nspire CAS calculator.
The skills that students will develop are:
•
Understanding of concepts and techniques drawn from the topic areas of computation and practical arithmetic,
linear relations and equations, matrices, graphs and networks, sequences, investigating and comparing data
distributions, linear graphs and models, financial arithmetic, relationships between two variables and variation.
•
Ability to solve problems using concepts and techniques drawn from the topic areas.
•
Reasoning and interpretive skills in mathematical and statistical contexts.
•
Capacity to communicate the results of a mathematical or statistical problem-solving activity in a concise and
systematic manner using appropriate mathematical and statistical language.
•
Capacity to choose and use technology appropriately and efficiently.
Units 1 & 2
•
Algebra and Structure: This area covers representation and manipulation of linear relations and equations,
including simultaneous linear equations, and their applications in a range of contexts.
•
Arithmetic and Number: mental, by-hand and technology assisted computation with rational numbers, practical
arithmetic and financial arithmetic, including estimation, order of magnitude and accuracy.
•
Discrete mathematics: matrices, graphs and networks, and number patterns and recursion, and their use to model
practical situations and solve a range of related problems.
•
Graphs of linear and non-linear relations: continuous models involving linear and non- linear relations and their
graphs, and variation.
•
Statistics: representing, analysing and comparing data distributions and investigating relationships between two
numerical variables, including an introduction to correlation.
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Health and Human Development
Students examine health and wellbeing, and human development as dynamic global concepts, subject to a complex
interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors. Students identify personal perspectives and priorities
relating to health and wellbeing, and enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, beliefs and practices. They build
health literacy through interpreting and using data, investigating the role of food, and completing an extended inquiry
into a youth health focus area. Students also investigate the conditions required for health improvement, as stated by
the World Health Organisation. Students focus on health promotion, assessing and evaluating any improvements, and
using data to explore factors that contribute to health inequalities.
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
In this unit students:
•
Consider the influence of age, culture, religion, gender and socioeconomic status on health and wellbeing.
•
Assess measurable indicators of population health.
•
Use data to evaluate the health status of Australians and enquire into reasons for variations and inequalities.
•
Investigate the roles and sources of major nutrients as foundations for good health and wellbeing.
•
Evaluate the consequences of dietary imbalances and consider the social, cultural and political factors that
influence the food practices and food choices made by youth.
Unit 2: Managing health and development
In this unit students:
•
Assess factors that contribute to development, health and wellbeing during the prenatal, infancy and early
childhood stages of the lifespan.
•
Investigate health and wellbeing from youth to adulthood.
•
Inquire into factors that influence the transition between these stages and later health status.
•
Examine the expected changes, significant decisions, and protective factors, including behaviours throughout
these stages.
•
Consider health and wellbeing as an intergenerational concept.
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world
In this unit students:
•
Explore health and wellbeing and illness as complex, dynamic and subjective concepts.
•
Inquire into the prerequisites for health and wellbeing as stated by the World Health Organisation.
•
Evaluate different approaches to public health over time.
•
Analyse improvements in health and health status over time.
•
Evaluate health promotion strategies.
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context
In this unit students:
•
Use data to investigate health status in different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health inequalities
between and within countries.
•
Consider the health implications of increased globalisation and worldwide trends relating to climate change,
digital technologies, world trade and the mass movement of people.
•
Explore the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.
•
Evaluate Australia’s aid program and the role on non-government organisations.
•
Reflect on the actions of individuals that could contribute to the work of national and international organisations
that promote health and wellbeing.
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History
Students completing VCE History (20th Century) will have the opportunity to investigate and explore a range of
ideological conflicts that helped shape the world we live in today. This subject has strong links to the content
covered in Year 10 History, however, key topics are explored in greater depth and are explored from a global
perspective, rather than from an Australian perspective. This study challenges students to think critically, to
understand the complexities associated with any social and cultural change and to make links between events
that occurred in the past and modern society. Students will demonstrate their knowledge via group discussions,
document analyses, structured essays and research tasks.
Unit 1: Ideology and Conflict
This unit focusses on key events in the world between the years of 1918-1939.
In this unit students explore these key questions:
•
What impact did the treaties which concluded World War One have on nations and people?
•
What were the dominant ideologies of the period?
•
What impact did the post-war treaties, the development of ideologies and the economic crisis have on
the events leading to World War Two?
Students will focus on studies relating to:
•
The impact of the Depression
•
Conflict in Germany and the factors that supported Hitler’s rise to power
•
Conflict that existed in the world prior to 1939 and the extent to which this led to another World War.
Unit 2: Social and Cultural Change
In Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact of the Cold War and challenges and changes to existing political,
economic and social arrangements in the second half of the twentieth century. In this unit students explore these
key questions:
•
What were the causes of the Cold War?
•
What were the key characteristics of the ideologies of communism in the USSR and democracy and capitalism
in the USA?
•
What was the impact of the Cold War on nations and people?
•
What led to the end of the Cold War?
Students will focus on studies relating to:
•
The impact of the end of World War II.
•
The conflicting relationship between communism and capitalism.
•
Popular movements and the extent to which these brought about global change.
Units 3 and 4
Students will focus on two pre-determined revolutions (out of France, America, China and Russia), based on
student interest and previous historical study. One revolution is covered each unit and is broken into two Areas
of Study.
Area of Study 1 – Causes of Revolution
For the selected revolution, students will study content to address the following questions:
•
What were the significant causes of revolution?
•
How did the actions of popular movements and particular individuals contribute to triggering a
revolution?
•
To what extent did social tensions and ideological conflicts contribute to the outbreak of revolution?
Area of Study 2 – Consequences of Revolution
For the selected revolution, students will study content to address the following questions:
•
How did the consequences of revolution shape the new order?
•
How did the new regime consolidate its power?
•
How did the revolution affect the experiences of those who lived through it?
•
To what extent was society changed and revolutionary ideas achieved?
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Japanese - LOTE
The study of a Language Other Than English (LOTE) contributes to the overall education of students, most particularly in
the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, intercultural learning, cognitive
development, literacy and general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the language
and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and beyond.
Fluency in Japanese may also provide opportunities for employment in the fields of interpreting, social services, ethnic
affairs, the tourism and hospitality industries, international relations, education and others. Students are introduced to
increasingly complex authentic Japanese written and spoken texts though a wide range of topics in the following themes:
•
•
•

The Individual
Japanese Speaking Communities
The Changing World.

Prerequisite for Unit 1 & 2: Students choosing to study VCE Japanese must know how to read and write all the Hiragana
and Katakana characters.
Unit 1:
This unit is designed for students to develop further their Japanese language communication skills and to understand and
appreciate the cultural context in which Japanese is used. Numerous complex grammatical patterns are introduced, and
students become familiar with Informal Spoken and Written language. On completion of this unit students should be
able to:
•
Establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to personal areas of experience.
•
Listen to, read and obtain information from written and spoken texts.
•
Produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary experience.
Unit 2:
This unit is designed to build further on Unit 1 by providing students with the opportunity to extend their language skills
and their knowledge of Japanese culture. A wide range of sentence patterns and vocabulary is added to the student’s
repertoire of language skills. On completion of this unit students should be able to:
•
Participate in a spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and completing transactions.
•
Listen to, read, extract and use information and ideas from spoken and written texts.
•
Give expression to real or imaginary experience in written or spoken form.
Prerequisite for Unit 3 & 4: Students must have successfully complete Units 1 & 2
Unit 3:
This unit develops the student’s ability to understand and utilise increasingly sophisticated language. It is also aimed at
developing further awareness and appreciation of cultural similarities and differences between Australia and Japan.
Numerous sentence patterns and vocabulary items are presented, with the aim of enabling students to enhance their
ability to communicate in the language and to reach a level of fluency appropriate to that demanded by the course. On
completion of this unit students should be able to:
•
Express ideas through the production of personal or imaginative written pieces
•
Analyse and use information from spoken tests through responding to specific questions, messages or
instructions.
Exchange information, opinions and experiences through participating in a role-play focusing on the resolution of an
issue.
Unit 4 This unit is designed to build upon previously learnt material and refine students’ abilities to communicate in a
sophisticated and effective manner in Japanese. Students’ appreciation of Japanese culture will be deepened when
completing the Detailed Study on a particular aspect of the culture. On completion of this unit students should be able
to:
•
Analyse and use information from written texts
•
Respond critically to spoken and written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Japanese
speaking communities through the production of informative, evaluative or persuasive pieces of writing
•
Participate in an interview on an issue related to the studied text
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Legal Studies
Legal Studies allows students to develop an understanding of the impact our legal system has upon the lives of
citizens. Students apply knowledge of aspects of the legal system by examining current criminal and civil cases
and experience the operation of the Victorian court system with visits to the Magistrates’ Court, County Court or
Supreme Court.
Unit 1: Guilt and Liability
•
The role of individuals, laws, and the legal system in achieving social cohesion and protecting the rights of
individuals.
•
Main sources of law, such as parliament, the courts and subordinate bodies.
•
Types of law.
•
The principles of justice, including fairness, equality and access.
•
The relationship between parliament and the courts.
•
The Victorian court hierarchy.
•
Types of crime, such as crimes against the person and crimes against property.
•
Criminal offences, including murder, theft and arson.
•
Civil law, including negligence and defamation.
Unit 2: Sanctions, Remedies and Rights
•
Institutions that enforce criminal law.
•
The role of a jury in criminal and civil cases.
•
The purpose of sanctions, such as punishments, deterrence, protection of society and rehabilitation.
•
Types of sanctions such as fines, community corrections orders and imprisonment.
•
Current criminal and civil cases.
•
Methods used to resolve civil disputes, such as mediation, conciliation and arbitration.
•
The ways in which rights are protected in Australia through the Constitution.
•
The influence of international declarations and treaties on the protection of rights in Australia.
Year 12 Legal Studies focusses on both criminal and civil law and the rights of individuals. It looks at the role of
the courts in solving disputes and identifies sanctions or remedies available in these disputes. The role of
Parliament and the courts in the law-making process is also examined. Students will learn about recent cases
and possible reforms to existing laws.
Unit 3: Rights and Justice
•
Criminal justice system
•
Rights of the accused
•
Rights of the victim
•
Sanctions and sentencing considerations
•
Civil law and remedies
•
The Victorian Court hierarchy
Unit 4: The People and the Law
•
Role of Parliament in law making
•
The Constitution
•
The courts and statutory interpretation
•
Law reform
•
Significant High Court cases
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Literature
This study enables students to:
•
Develop an enjoyment of language and literature through reading deeply, widely and critically.
•
Appreciate the stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts.
•
Read closely, developing the ability to engage in detailed critical analysis of key literary features of texts.
•
Demonstrate an understanding of the context and perspective of both author and reader.
•
Develop understanding of the relationship between literature and society.
•
Develop an understanding of literary criticism.
•
Develop their own interpretation informed by a range of literary criticism.
•
Develop the ability to write confident analytical and creative responses to texts.
Unit 1: Approaches to literature
In this unit students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader creates meaning.
Students’ analyses of the features and conventions of texts help them develop increasingly discriminating
responses to a range of literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the
ideas and concerns of texts and gain insights into how texts function as representations of human experience.
They develop familiarity with key terms, concepts and practices that equip them for further studies in literature.
They develop an awareness of how the views and values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text.
Unit 2: Context and connections
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world. They deepen
their examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in texts can influence their
interpretations and shape different meanings. Drawing on a range of literary texts, students consider the
relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and structures of different texts from
past and present eras and/or cultures are compared and contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and
differences across texts and establish connections between them. They engage in close reading of texts and
create analytical responses that are evidence-based. By experimenting with textual structures and language
features, students understand how imaginative texts are informed by close analysis.
Unit 3: Form and Transformations
In this unit students focus on how the form of text contributes to the meaning of the text. Students develop an
understanding of the typical features of a particular form of text and how the conventions associated with it are
used, such as the use of imagery and rhythm in a poem or the use of setting, plot and narrative voice in a novel.
Students use this understanding to reflect upon the extent to which changing the form of the text affects its
meaning. By exploring adaptations, students also consider how creators of adaptations may emphasise or
understate perspectives, assumptions and ideas in their presentation of a text. Students develop their skills in
communicating ideas in both written and oral forms.
Unit 4: Interpreting Texts
Students develop critical, creative and analytical responses to texts. They consider the context of their responses
to texts as well as the ideas explored in the texts, the style of the language and points of view. They investigate
literary criticism informing both the reading and writing of texts. Students develop an informed and sustained
interpretation supported by close textual analysis. They use their knowledge of how the meaning of texts can
change as form changes to construct their own creative transformations of texts. They learn how writers develop
images of people and places, and they develop an understanding of language, voice, form and structure.
Students draw inferences from the original text and speculate about the writer’s purpose. In their adaptation of
the tone and the style of the original text, students develop an understanding of the concerns and attitudes
explored. They develop an understanding of the various ways in which authors craft texts. They reflect critically
upon their own responses as they relate to the text, and discuss the purpose and context of their creations.

VCE / VCAL Handbook 2022

27

Mathematical Methods
This study enables students to develop mathematical concepts, knowledge, and skills, apply mathematics to
analyse, investigate and model a variety of contexts, and solve practical and theoretical problems, and use
technology effectively as a tool for working mathematically. Over the year students will become familiar with
the potential (and limitations) of the TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. Mathematical Methods can be a prerequisite
in some University courses and is often a subject that attracts a study bonus.
The skills you will need to bring from Year 10 Mathematics include arithmetic (tables, fractions), algebra
(equations, expansion, factorising), linear graphs (tables of values, sketching), trigonometry (including graphs
and unit circle), and exponentials (indices and surds).
Units 1 and 2
The areas of study for both Unit 1 and Unit 2 Mathematical Methods (CAS) are functions and graphs, algebra,
calculus, probability and statistics. This subject provides an introductory study of simple elementary functions of
a single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety of practical
and theoretical contexts. They are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain
assumed knowledge and skills for these units.
Each topic area develops specialised concepts, skills and notation. Within each topic Modelling and Analysis
Tasks highlight the real world application of the mathematics studied. Assessment is based on assigned
homework tasks, application tasks (SACs) and the semester examination. To successfully complete Units 1 and
2, students must be able to demonstrate that they can meet all three outcomes:
•
Define and explain key concepts, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures.
•
Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving, modelling
or investigative techniques or approaches, and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics.
•
Use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas,
produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative
techniques or approaches.
Unit 3:
The following three set of outcomes apply to the application task, which is a function and calculus-based
mathematical investigation of a practical or theoretical context involving content from two or more areas of
study.
•
Define and explain key concepts as specified in the content from the areas of study, and apply a range of
related mathematical routines and procedures.
•
Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving,
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches, and analyse and discuss these applications of
mathematics.
•
Select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving,
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches.
Unit 4:
The following set of three outcomes applies to each of the two modelling or problem-solving tasks, one of which
is to be related to the probability and statistics area of study.
•
Define and explain key concepts as specified in the content from the areas of study, and apply a range of
related mathematical routines and procedures.
•
Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving,
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches, and analyse and discuss these applications of
mathematics.
•
Select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problemsolving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches.
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Media Studies
Stories in all their forms are at the heart of the media and its relationship with audiences. Through stories narratives are
constructed that engage, and are read, by audiences. Representations of ideas, realities and imagination are constructed
and deconstructed, remixed and reimagined with ever increasing technological sophistication, ease and speed to engage
audiences. Students examine how and why the media constructs and reflects reality and how audiences engage with,
consume, read, create and produce media products.
Unit 1: Media Representations, Forms in Production and Australian Stories
Media Representations – Primarily focuses on the study in Film Narrative
The media plays an important role in shaping society and the values and beliefs of the audience. The construction of
media products suggests a sense of realism and naturalism that belies their nature as codified representations that
reflect the values of media makers and audiences at the time, location and context of their construction. On completion
of this unit the student should be able to explain how media representations in a range of media products and forms,
and from different periods of time, locations and contexts, are constructed, distributed, engaged with, consumed and
read by audiences.
Media forms in production – Students create their own narrative in any media form (Film, Print, Photography,
Pod Cast)
Representation, the construction of meaning, distribution, audience engagement, consumption and reception of the
media provide the inspiration for students to explore ideas and develop media productions. On completion of this unit
the student should be able to use the media production process to design, produce and evaluate media representations
for specified audiences in a range of media forms.
Australian Stories – How is Australia represented through the media across the ages. Primarily focuses on FILM.
Stories have always been a pivotal part of culture. Australian media is built on fictional and non-fictional stories that
reflect our local, national and global cultural histories. Media creators and producers develop an individual style through
the use and crafting of narrative and structures that engage different audiences and their interests. Audience readings of
meaning are mediated through a shared understanding of the media codes and conventions used to construct narratives
in media products. On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse how the structural features of
Australian fictional and non-fictional narratives in two or more media forms engage, and are consumed and read by,
audiences.
Unit 2: Narrative across media forms
In this unit students further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and forms in
different contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, television, sound, news, print,
photography, games, and interactive digital forms. Students analyse the influence of developments in media
technologies on individuals and society, examining in a range of media forms the effects of media convergence and
hybridisation on the design, production and distribution of narratives in the media and audience engagement,
consumption and reception.
Narrative, style and genre – Primary focus on Film creators such as Quentin Tarantino & Edgar Wright
In this area of study students explore and examine how narratives construct realities and meaning for audiences.
Narratives are constructed and shaped referencing a rich production history. This includes the personal and distinctive
style of media professionals who play leading roles in the construction of the narrative, the selection and manipulation of
media codes and conventions that stem from a range of cultures and histories, and the influence and constraints of
contextual factors affecting the creation, construction and distribution of the narrative. On completion of this unit the
student should be able to analyse the intentions of media creators and producers and the influences of narratives on the
audience in different media forms.
Narratives in production – Students create a media product in the style of a media creator
Narratives are created through a production process that involves the conceptualisation and development of ideas, preproduction, production, post-production and distribution. The production and distribution of narratives involves skilled
use of media technologies, often in collaboration with others, where each individual undertakes specific roles and
responsibilities required at each stage of the production. While the production of narratives is a creative process, they
are produced for specific audiences and are constrained by the contexts in which they are produced, distributed,
consumed and read. Students apply their theoretical learning to create and construct narratives in the form of media
exercises that demonstrate one or more concepts covered in Area of Study 1. On completion of this unit the student
should be able to apply the media production process to create, develop and construct narratives.
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Media and change – How has technology changed the way media engages?
Developments in media technologies have dramatically altered the media landscape and the relationship between the
media and its audiences. Media convergence and hybridisation collapses traditional media boundaries and significantly
alters the ways audiences engage with, consume, read, participate in, influence and are shaped by the media. Digital
technologies, interactivity, immersive content and participatory practices have become a feature of creation, production,
distribution, engagement with, consumption and reception of the media. Media industries and institutions have adopted
and adapted aspects of convergence to build and maintain audience share through new forms of interaction. On
completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the influence of new media technologies on society,
audiences, the individual, media industries and institutions.
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Music Performance
VCE Music Performance is based on active engagement in, and considered response to, all aspects of music.
Students develop and refine musicianship skills and critical awareness of their relationship with music as
listener, performer, composer, consumer and user of music technologies. Students explore, reflect on, and
respond to the music they listen to, create and perform and consider its contexts, associations and interactions.
Unit 1:
This unit focuses on building students’ performance and musicianship skills to present performances of selected
group and solo music works using one or more instruments (Outcome 1). They study the work of other
performers and explore strategies to optimise their own approach to performance. They identify technical,
expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance and endeavour to
address these challenges (Outcome 2). Students develop their listening, aural, theoretical and analytical
musicianship skills and apply this knowledge when preparing and presenting performances (Outcome 3).
Unit 2:
This unit focuses on further building performance and musicianship skills that began developing in Unit 1. The
assessments in Unit 2 follow the same structure as Unit 1 with the addition of Outcome 4. Students present
performances of selected group and solo music works using one or more instruments and take opportunities to
perform in familiar and unfamiliar venues and spaces (Outcome 1). They study the work of other performers and
refine selected strategies to optimise their own approach to performance. They identify technical, expressive
and stylistic challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance and endeavour to address these
challenges (Outcome 2). Students develop their listening, aural, theoretical and analytical musicianship skills and
apply this knowledge when preparing and presenting performances (Outcome 3). Students also create original
work in the form of a composition (Outcome 4).
Unit 3:
This unit focuses on building and refining performance and musicianship skills. In Outcome 1 students focus on
either group or solo performance and begin preparation of a performance program they will present in the endof-year examination. Across Units 3 and 4 students must perform the number of works specified for the
selected instrument or group in the performance examination specifications and relevant prescribed list.
In Outcome 2 students will study the work of other performers and refine selected strategies to optimise their
own approach to performance. They identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works they
are preparing for performance and endeavour to address these challenges.
Outcome 3 focuses on students developing their listening, aural, theoretical and analytical musicianship skills
and applying this knowledge when preparing and presenting performances.
Unit 4:
This unit focuses on further development and refinement of performance and musicianship skills. Students
focus on either group or solo performance as chosen in Unit 3 and continue preparation of a performance
program they will present in the end-of-year examination. For Outcome 1, all students present performances of
both group and solo music works using one or more instruments, and take opportunities to perform in familiar
and unfamiliar venues and spaces.
In Outcome 2 students develop knowledge of the works they are preparing to identify and systematically
practise relevant material and processes that will enhance their ability to realise the character and style of
selected group and solo works. They do this by analysing other performers’ interpretations and by getting
feedback on their own performances.
For Outcome 3, students continue to address challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance
and to strengthen their listening, aural, theoretical and analytical musicianship skills.
At the end of Unit 4 students are required to sit two external exams; a 25-minute performance program
consisting of solo or group works and a written aural and theory exam.
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Outdoor Education and Environmental Studies
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies is concerned with the ways humans interact with and relate to outdoor
environments. ‘Outdoor environments’ include environments that have minimum influence from humans, as well as
those environments that have been subject to different levels of human intervention. The study enables students to
make critically informed comment on questions of environmental sustainability and to understand the importance of
environmental health, particularly in local contexts.
Unit 1: Exploring outdoor experiences
A focus on what motivates people to participate in outdoor experiences, including;
•
Studying the types of outdoor environments, including wilderness, managed parks, and urban/built environments.
•
Exploring the factors that affect access to and kinds of outdoor experiences, the range of motivations for seeking
outdoor experiences, different personal responses, and the influence of media portrayals.
•
Relevant technologies and their effects on outdoor experiences.
Unit 2: Discovering outdoor environments
This unit focuses on the characteristics of outdoor environments and different ways of understanding them, as well as
the impact of humans on outdoor environments. Topics include:
•
Characteristics of outdoor environments
•
Recreational users’ understandings of the environments.
•
Scientific, land manager, historical and indigenous understandings of specific environments.
Approximate costs:
•
4-Day Bushwalk on the Bogong High Plains $130
•
Surfing at Phillip Island $70
•
Mountain bike camp $30
•
Cross country skiing at Lake Mountain $70
•
Cross country skiing camp $120
•
Abseiling $35
Payments for activities are made progressively over the year and are not expected as an upfront payment.
Unit 3: Relationships with Outdoor Environments
The focus of this unit is the past and present relationships between humans and outdoor environments in Australia.
Students investigate contemporary relationships with the environment and factors that influence these, including:
•
Australian outdoor environments before and after human population
•
Relationships with Australian outdoor environments expressed by specific Indigenous communities, by the first
non-Indigenous settlers’ experiences, and through increasing population and industrialisation.
•
The role of environmental movements and political policies in protecting the outdoors
•
The factors influencing contemporary societal relationships with outdoor environments.
Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor relationships
Students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor environments and examine the issues in relation to
the capacity of outdoor environments to support the future needs of the Australian population.
They develop knowledge around:
•
Understandings and critiques of sustainability and sustainable development, including indicators of healthy
outdoor environments
•
The importance of healthy outdoor environments, the actions taken to sustain them, and the potential impact on
society and outdoor environments of likely threats
The decision-making processes followed by land managers and/or governments relating to conflicting interests, as well
as the methods used by individuals and groups to influence decisions about the use of outdoor environments.
Approximate costs:
•
3-Day Bushwalk on the High Plains $130
•
Cross country skiing at Lake Mountain $70
•
Snorkelling at Port Phillip Bay $90
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Physical Education
Students completing VCE Physical Education will have the opportunity to explore the complex interrelationships between
anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles to understand their role in producing and refining
movement. They will examine behavioural, psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences on performance
and participation in physical activity. Students regularly participate in practical activities to examine the core concepts
that underpin movement and that influence performance and participation in physical activity, sport and exercise.
Unit 1: The human body in motion
•
How the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce movement.
•
The relationship between the body systems and physical activity, how the systems adapt and adjust to the
demands of the activity, and the role and function of the main structures in each system.
•
The social, cultural and environmental influences on movement.
•
The implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve performance, evaluating perceived benefits
and describing potential harms.
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society
•
Physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective and the level of activity required for health
benefits, as well as consequences of physical inactivity.
•
How participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan and the factors that influence and facilitate
participation in regular physical activity, including how different types of physical activity are promoted in
different population groups.
•
The enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways in which opportunities for participation in physical
activity can be extended.
Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical activity
•
Qualitative and biomechanical movement analysis principles including angular and linear kinetic concepts, and
Newton’s three laws.
•
Equilibrium and human movement involving levers, stability and balance.
•
Direct and constraints based approaches to coaching and instruction.
•
Sociocultural factors that have an impact on skill development, and the characteristics of the three stages of
learning.
•
Characteristics of the three energy systems for physical activity, fatigue/limiting factors and recovery rates
associated with active and passive recoveries.
•
Acute physiological responses to exercise in the cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular systems.
Unit 4: Training to improve performance
•
Activity analysis, strategies to monitor and record training data, and training program principles.
•
Psychological strategies used to enhance performance and aid recovery, and nutritional and rehydration recovery
strategies.
•
Training methods including continuous, interval, circuit, fartlek, weight/resistance, flexibility and plyometrics.
•
Chronic adaptations of the cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular systems to aerobic, anaerobic and resistance
training.
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Physics
Physics seeks to understand and explain the physical world, both natural and constructed. It examines models and ideas
used to make sense of the world and which are sometimes challenged as new knowledge develops. In this subject
students develop their inquiry, analytical and communication skills. They apply critical and creative thinking to analyse
contemporary physics-related issues and communicate their views from an informed position.
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical world?
This unit develops students’ understanding of the fundamental ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt to
understand and explain the world. They consider thermal concepts, evaluate common analogies, and examine current
scientifically accepted theories that explain how matter and energy have changed since the origins of the Universe.
Students undertake quantitative investigations involving at least one independent, continuous variable.
Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about the physical world?
In this unit, students explore the power of experiments in developing models and theories. They make direct
observations, investigate forces and choose one of twelve options related to astrobiology, astrophysics, bioelectricity,
biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear energy, nuclear physics, optics, sound or sports science.
Students design and undertake investigations, as well as a student-designed practical investigation.
Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity?
The importance of energy in explaining and describing the physical world is studied. Students examine the production of
electricity, consider the field model, and explore the interactions, effects and applications of gravitational, electric and
magnetic fields, using Newton’s laws and Einstein’s theories to investigate and describe motion. Students design and
undertake investigations, as well as a student-designed practical investigation related to waves, fields or motion
presenting the findings of the investigation as a scientific poster.
Unit 4: How can two contradictory models explain both light and matter?
Students explore the use of wave and particle theories to model the properties of light and matter. They examine the
concept of the wave, investigate light, and consider the relationship between light and matter. Students are challenged
to think beyond the concepts experienced in everyday life to study the physical world from a new perspective. Students
design and undertake investigations and a student-designed practical investigation, presenting the findings in a scientific
poster format.
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Psychology
Students develop knowledge of the changes involved in thoughts, feelings and behaviours. They investigate the structure
and functioning of the human brain, the complex nature of psychological development, and evaluate the role of social
cognition. Students explore a variety of factors and contexts that can influence behaviour, studying both classical and
contemporary research.
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
In this unit students explore approaches to understanding the role of the brain and the cerebral cortex, the impact of
injury on a person’s functioning and brain plasticity. The interactive nature of hereditary and environmental factors will
also be studied, as will the development of cognitive abilities and the conceptualisation of normality.
Unit 2: What influences a person’s perception of the world?
This unit develops students’ understanding of sensation and perception, the influence of biological, psychological and
social factors, distortions of perception of taste and vision, attitudes and stereotypes, status and social power, and
factors that influence bullying behaviour.
Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?
In this unit students explore conscious and unconscious responses to sensory stimuli, models of stress, classical
conditioning and operant conditioning.
Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and maintained?
This unit develops students’ understanding of the measurement of physiological responses, theories of the purpose and
function of sleep, as well as dyssomnias and parasomnias the can effect sleep. Students will explore the typical
characteristics of a mentally healthy person, ethical implications in studying and researching mental health, distinctions
between stress, phobia and anxiety, individual variation, and evidence-based interventions.

VCE / VCAL Handbook 2022

35

Studio Arts
This subject introduces students to the role and practices of artists in society. Student research focuses on critical,
reflective and creative thinking, visual analysis of artworks and investigation of artists. Students use this knowledge
to inform their own studio practice and to support art making.
Unit 1: Studio inspiration and techniques
In this unit students focus on developing an individual understanding of the stages of studio practice, exploring
sources of inspiration and artistic influences, documenting evidence in a visual diary, and researching and analysing
the practices of artists from different times and cultures.
Unit 2: Studio exploration and concepts
In this unit students will establish and use a studio practice to produce artworks, including the formulation and use
of an individual approach. Students will explore and develop ideas and subject matter, study art movements and
styles, and analyse artworks to develop a broader knowledge about the history of art.
Estimated Cost: Students are able to use any materials or equipment available to them in the art rooms, however, if
they require specialised equipment or materials, it is expected that they purchase this independently. It is
compulsory for students to visit at least two different art galleries throughout the year.
Excursions offered:
• City Art excursion $5
• Healesville and local galleries excursion $9
• Winter Masterpieces exhibition @ NGV$15
Optional extras:
• Life drawing workshops approx. $7
• Hobart Art Camp (TBC)
Unit 3: Studio practices and processes
In this unit students focus on the implementation of an individual studio process leading to the production of a
range of potential directions. Students develop and use an exploration proposal to define an area of creative
exploration. They plan and apply a studio process to explore and develop their individual ideas. For this study, the
exploration proposal supports the student to identify a direction for their studio process. This process records
trailing, experimenting, analysing and evaluating the extent to which art practices successfully communicate ideas
presented in the exploration proposal. Students will select some of these potential directions from which to
develop at least two artworks in Unit 4.
The study of artists and their work practices and processes may provide inspiration for students’ own approaches to
art making. Students investigate and analyse the response of artists to a wide range of source material and examine
their use of materials and techniques.
Unit 4: Studio practice and art industry contexts
In this unit students focus on the planning, production and evaluation required to develop, refine and present
artworks that link cohesively according to the ideas resolved in Unit 3. To support the creation of artworks, students
present visual and written evaluation that explains why they selected a range of potential directions from Unit 3 to
produce at least two finished artworks in Unit 4. Once the artworks have been made, students provide an
evaluation about the cohesive relationship between the artworks.
This unit also investigates aspects of artists’ involvement in the art industry, focusing on at least two different
exhibitions that the student has visited in the current year of study with reference to specific artworks in those
exhibitions. Students investigate the methods and considerations of the artist and/or curator involved in the
preparation, presentation and conservation of artworks displayed in exhibitions in at least two different galleries or
exhibitions.
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Vocational Education and Training (VET)
VCE Vocational Education and Training (VET) enables students to learn through practical experience from
training institutions and actual workplaces and to gain a nationally recognised industry qualification. VET
develops skills that will equip students for the workforce and further study. VET may contribute to the VCE at
Unit 1/2 or Unit 3/4 level or to the VCAL with each 90-hour block equalling one VCAL unit.
VCE VET Programs:
•
Expand opportunities and pathways in senior secondary
•
Have a vocational focus
•
Contribute towards completion of VCE/VCAL
•
Can combine with a School-Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship
•
Provide the opportunity to test a career.
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/index.aspx
Students may select from a number of VCE VET programs. All students in a VET program are expected to
complete some structured workplace learning activities. Structured workplace learning is ‘on the job training’
during which a student is expected to master a set of skills or competencies, related to their VET program. The
work placement can be 1-2 days per week, or a block release, depending on the program or individual
circumstances of either the student or employer.
VET subjects available through the Yarra Valley VET Cluster (YVVC):
• Acting (screen)
• Agriculture
• Animal Studies
• Automotive - Mechanical
• Building & Construction
• Electrotechnology
• Engineering Studies
• Furniture Making
• Horticulture
• Hospitality - Kitchen Operations
• Music
• Screen & Media
• Sport and Recreation
• Wine Operations
• Eco System Conservation and Management
*Please note, a full upfront payment is required prior to commencement of a VET course.
For further information see the Careers and VET Managers or the VET website http://www.yvvc.org.au
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is an alternative to VCE for students who are more suited
to a hands-on, practical working environment. Like the VCE, the VCAL is a recognised senior secondary
qualification. Unlike the VCE, which is widely used by students as a pathway to university, the VCAL focuses on
'hands-on learning'. Students who do the VCAL are more likely to be interested in going on to training at TAFE,
doing an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing Year 12. Some students who have completed VCAL
have gone on to careers in Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, Child Care, Nursing, Law Enforcement, Office
Administration, Hair and Beauty, Sports Coaching, Music, Auto-mechanics and Warehousing.
The VCAL Certificate aims to provide students with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to make informed
choices about pathways to work and further education.
The principles underpinning the VCAL are:
•
•

The development of knowledge and employability skills that help prepare students for work and for
participation in a broader society – family, community and life-long learning.
The development of knowledge and skills that assist students to make informed vocational choices
and facilitate pathways to further learning and employment.

The VCAL's flexibility enables students to design a study program that suits their interests and learning
needs. Students select accredited curriculum components from VCE studies, Vocational Education and Training
(VET) qualifications, Further Education (FE) and VCAL units.
VCAL and VCE students are subject to the same discipline and welfare policies, uniform policies and
attendance requirements. All students are enrolled in, and their progress reported on, the same computer
system (VASS). Both VCE and VCAL are overseen by VCAA.
VCAL students will continue to be eligible for the Academic Achievement and Encouragement Awards and are
encouraged to excel in their VET and Structured Work Placement programs.
VCAL and VCE students are offered the same opportunity to participate in all school programs including
graduation ceremonies, formals, sport and other extra-curricular activities.

VCAL Qualification Requirements
A VCAL Certificate and Statement of Results will be issued to students who successfully complete their VCAL.
To be awarded any VCAL qualification, students must successfully complete a learning program that contains a
minimum of 10 credits and includes:
• curriculum components that can be justified against the purpose statement for the Literacy and
Numeracy Skills Strand: one credit is required for Literacy Skills and one credit is required for
Numeracy Skills.
• curriculum components to the value of at least one credit that can be justified against the purpose
statement for each of the Work Related Skills Strand, Personal Development Skills Strand and Industry
Specific Skills Strand.
• a minimum of two VCAL units.
• curriculum components to the value of six credits at the level of the VCAL award or above: one of
which must be for Literacy Skills and one component be a VCAL Personal Development Skills unit.
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The VCAL Program Structure
Strands
There are four compulsory strands in VCAL:
•

Literacy and Numeracy
Literacy Skills curriculum encourages the development of knowledge/skills, in the contexts of family,
employment, further learning and community. Numeracy Skills curriculum develops skills to use
mathematical skills within society related to design, measuring, time, travel etc.

•

Industry Related Skills
The development of knowledge/skills related to one or more vocational areas in preparation for work
or further training.

•

Personal Development Skills
Development of knowledge/skills that leads to the development of self, social responsibility, building
community, civic responsibility and improving self-confidence.

•

Work Related Skills
School based projects focusing on enterprise, teamwork, communication, resume writing, job
applications, researching industry areas, OH&S etc. At Healesville High School, this includes structured
work placements 1 day per week.

Units and Credits
To attain the VCAL, students need to obtain 10 credits. A credit is awarded for successful completion of a unit
of study. A unit of study can be: one VCAL Unit, 1 VCE Unit or 90 hours of VET modules or units of competence.
Learning Outcomes and Elements
Each VCAL unit is comprised of 5-8 learning outcomes. Learning outcomes are equivalent to topics.
Each learning outcome has a list of elements. The elements describe the individual components of the learning
outcome. Each element must be satisfactorily demonstrated, more than once, to achieve competency for that
learning outcome.
VCAL Levels
VCAL is offered at three levels: Foundation, Intermediate and Senior. Students begin the VCAL at a level
suitable to their capabilities and this will be determined in consultation with the Year Level and VCAL
Coordinators and VCAL teachers to find the level that best suits the student. Variations to this are only possible
with approval from the VCAL Leader in conjunction with recommendations from the VCAL teaching team.
Intermediate
Intermediate level is equivalent to Unit 1 & 2 VCE, therefore most Year 11 VCAL students’ study at
Intermediate level.
At Intermediate level, knowledge and employability skills development leads to independent learning,
confidence, and a high level of transferable skills.
Possible pathway at Intermediate level:
• Senior level VCAL
• Completion of VCE
• Apprenticeships and traineeships (school-based or full-time)
• Certificate II (or above) VET courses
• Certificate II (or above) FE courses
• Employment
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Senior
Senior level is equivalent to Unit 3 & 4 VCE, therefore most Year 12 VCAL students’ study at Senior level.
At senior level, knowledge, and employability skills development leads to a high level of interpersonal skills,
independent action and achievement of tasks that require decision-making and leadership. The demonstration
of knowledge and skills that apply directly to the workplace or further training is also important.
Possible pathway at senior level:
• Completion of VCE
• Apprenticeships and traineeships (school-based or full-time)
• Certificate II (or above) VET courses
• Certificate III (or above) FE courses
• Industry Pathways
• Employment
HHS Levels and Unit Options
STRAND
Literacy Skills
Reading &
Writing
Personal
Development
Skills

INTERMEDIATE – YEAR 11
Literacy Skills Reading & Writing
Intermediate

SENIOR – YEAR 12
Literacy Skills Reading & Writing Senior

Personal Dev. Skills Intermediate Unit 1
Personal Dev. Skills Intermediate Unit 2

Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 1
Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 2

Numeracy Skills
Work Related
Skills

VCE Foundation Maths Unit 2

Numeracy Skills Senior Unit 1

Work Related Skills Intermediate Unit 1
Work Related Skills Intermediate Unit 2
VET Certificate I
VET Certificate II (Selected FE Units)
VET Certificate III (Selected FE Units)
Literacy Skills Oral Communication
Intermediate

Work Related Skills Senior Unit 1
Work Related Skills Senior Unit 2
VET Certificate II
VET Certificate III (Selected FE Units)

Structured Workplace Learning
Additional VET hours over 90 hours e.g.
VET Public Safety

Structured Workplace Learning
Additional VET hours over 90 hours e.g.
VET Public Safety

Industry Specific
Skills
Literacy Skills
Oral
Communication
General Credit
Subjects

Literacy Skills Oral Communication Senior

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL)
At Healesville High School Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is an important component in the
development of employability skills. SWL involves on-the-job training during which a student is expected to
master a set of skills or competencies, related to a VET Certificate course accredited by the Victorian
Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA).
Students can complete up to 10 days of SWL per term, not exceeding 40 days per year.
To obtain a credit for the SWL subject the SWL needs to be related to the industry of the student’s VET course.
Organisation of SWL
Students are primarily responsible for obtaining a SWL for each unit.
Prior to beginning SWL the agreement must be completed by the employer, student and the school Principal.
The student will not be covered for accidents, incidents or injury without the Principal’s signature on the form.
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SWL Evidence
SWL as a subject. During the lessons at school, the VCAL student will complete their Work Related Log (WRL)
which evidence in the form of the SWL Logbook to the SWL Teacher when requested. Failure to do so will
result in an N for the unit.

School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship
An SBAT offers students the option of combining a senior secondary program with part-time employment,
school and training. The program is undertaken under a Training Contract with an employer and has a training
plan registered with the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA). The training must lead to a
nationally recognised qualification.
The VRQA is responsible for regulating the minimum hours per week for employment and training for SBATs.
The full policy can be accessed at: http://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/apptrain/Pages/schemes.aspx.

VCAL Student Timetable
VCAL students attend classes at Healesville High School three days a week. There are no VCAL classes running
at Healesville High School on Wednesdays to allow students to attend VET classes. VCAL students have
Thursday and Friday with no formal school classes to enable them to complete SWL. Students without SWL
placement may be asked to complete volunteer work at school or local community organisations.
YEAR 11 & 12 – EXAMPLE TIMETABLE
Period
Monday
Tuesday
WRS/
1
VET Public
LITERACY
Safety
WRS/
2
VET Public
PDS
Safety
3

PDS

WRS

4

NUMERACY

PDS

5

LITERACY

NUMERACY

6

NUMERACY

LITERACY
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VCAL Assessment
Awarding the satisfactory completion of a VCAL unit is based on a decision by the teacher that there is
sufficient evidence that the student has achieved the learning outcome. Achievement of a unit for any strand
is based on meeting the elements of the outcome.
Assessment of learning outcomes occurs on more than one occasion and in different contexts to make sure
that the assessment is as consistent, reliable, fair, and equitable as possible.
It is important that all evidence collected:
• meets the required standard for the level attempted.
• meets timeframes within a reasonable period.
• is clearly their own or the student indicates where it is as a result of team work.
This means students need to be able to provide evidence for any work undertaken. This evidence will come in
a variety of forms, including (but not limited to):
• teacher observations
• photographs
• completion of workbooks
• logbooks
• discussion or debate
• contribution records
• portfolio
• class work
• reflective journals
• video/photographic production
• oral presentations
• performance or practical tasks
Submission of work
Students complete various projects and other activities throughout each term and there are specific due dates
for submission of work which must be strictly adhered to. Students are strongly advised to meet the
timeframes as set out by their teachers.
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that teachers can authenticate their work through the regular
submission of evidence. Throughout extended projects specific due date checkpoints must be met at each
stage. This is to ensure all authentication processes have been adhered to according to VCAA and Healesville
High School guidelines.
Any student who has a genuine reason for not meeting the due date for a task can apply for an extension of
time. To apply for an extension a student must complete all relevant documentation at least two days prior to
the due date. The application of extension must have the full approval of the subject teacher and the VCAL
Leader. Failure to complete all relevant documentation and submission of work can lead to an unsatisfactory
result. This then can have serious implications on whether a student can attain their VCAL certificate.
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Folio of Evidence
A ‘Folio of Evidence’ must be submitted at the end of each semester for verification of the evidence that
demonstrates competency for each VCAL unit. It is the student's responsibility to assemble and maintain this
‘Folio of Evidence' for each VCAL unit, by keeping and filing all pieces of work when it is assessed and returned
to the student. Assessment checklists will be issued to enable students to assemble and maintain their ‘Folio of
Evidence’ for each VCAL unit. A ‘Folio of Evidence’ should include:
• All Work Books.
• All Assessments Tasks.
• Photo and/or journal of activities.
• Power-point presentations, posters.
• School recognition of student participation, school newsletters, photographs.
• Community recognition, newspaper articles, photographs, club activities.
• Recreational/sporting club recognition, awards, activities, teams.
• Current school reports and awards.
• VET – statement of attainment.
• Any other documentation that highlights personal development or work related activities.
Portfolio Interviews
All VCAL students are expected to prepare a Portfolio to display their work. The portfolio task given to the
students is based on eight employability skills recognised by employers as desirable skills, competencies and
attitudinal values required in the workplace. The portfolio is a useful tool that students can use at employment
interviews. To this end, students are expected to prepare for several practice sessions throughout the year
where they can present their work to a third party.
Mid-year and Final Tests
Many TAFE courses, including apprenticeships, require students to sit tests. At Healesville High School, we
recognise the ability to successfully sit tests is a useful skill for VCAL students.
Classwork and Assessment Tasks and reportable learning tasks will be completed during the semester. Formal
tests in June and November will also be used to complete assessment of the relevant semester of work. VCAL
students will have two tests, one for Literacy and one for Numeracy, which will be 70 minutes in duration and
will cover content covered during that semester. If a student does not achieve a satisfactory standard on the
test, they will be expected to attend Redemption, to complete further activities covering areas in which they
were deemed not yet competent.
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Assessment Feedback
Once the teacher has marked the assessment tasks, they will provide feedback to students. Appropriate
feedback can include:
• Grade outcome.
• Recommendations for improvement.
• Areas to improve for resubmission.
• An indication of Learning Outcomes and/or elements demonstrated as competent.
Reports
Students receive progress reports and semester reports that reflect their progress in their VCAL studies. In the
event a student is marked as ‘not up to date’, this will automatically trigger a catch up for the student.
To catch them up before the workload becomes overwhelming, students may be issued catch up for every
subject in which they are behind.
Students’ reports will reflect whether they:
• are deemed competent for the learning outcome (Competent).
• have attempted competencies but are Not Yet Competent (NYC).
• have not been given the opportunity to attempt the learning outcome therefore, it is Not Applicable
(NA).
VCAL Catch-up
If the teacher feels a student is behind in their schoolwork, they may be issued the student with a VCAL Catchup session after school. It is imperative that the student attends.
Reasons a teacher may issue a VCAL Catch-up include:
• Failure to submit work by the due date.
• The need to resubmit work to meet the required standard.
VCAL Catch-up sessions will run on Tuesday afternoons from 3:20 pm to 4:20pm. The VCAL Catch-up sessions
are scheduled through Compass. VCAL Catch-up sessions will show up on the students schedule if they are to
attend.
NYC Unit
If at the end of Semester 1, students have not been able to demonstrate competence for the unit, they are
able to study the Semester 2 units and continue to work towards completing Semester 1 work as well. This is
likely to create a workload that could result in an incomplete VCAL.
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Assessment Policies and Processes
Possible Breach of Authentication
Teachers are required to attest Assessment Tasks are genuinely those of the student who submitted the work,
and the standard of the work demonstrates the student has achieved the learning outcome.
Students must ensure that:
• work submitted for Learning Outcomes is genuinely their own work.
• in cases of group projects, a list of each student’s contribution is included.
• all resources, including print texts, electronic texts, human resources and assistance gained are
acknowledged in accordance with acceptable referencing procedures.
• teachers are provided opportunities to monitor the process and development of the work so they can
attest that the work is the student’s own.
• work submitted has not been previously used for another Assessment Task.
• all work completed on electronic devices is backed up in case of technology malfunction.
Assessment of Learning Outcomes is subject to VCAA authentication requirements – students must submit
only their own work and acknowledge other influences in their work appropriately. Please note that the onus
of proof here is on the student – they are required to supply drafts and evidence of background work in the
event of an appeal.
Where a teacher is not satisfied that work submitted is the student’s own, they will complete a pro forma:
Notification of Potential Breach of Authentication and submit it with their evidence to the VCAL Leader. The
VCAL Leader will investigate whether there has been a breach of the guidelines outlined in the VCAA
Administrative Handbook. The teacher and student will be informed at each stage of the process.
The stages are as follows:
1. Notification made to the VCAL Leader and Principal.
2. Potential breach investigated.
3. If necessary, a notification of a formal interview with a Principal elected panel will be convened if
there is sufficient reason to believe that a breach may have occurred.
4. Where it is determined that a breach has occurred, the Principal (or nominee) will inform the student
in writing of the penalty imposed and the provisions for appeal. Notification should be made within
14 days of the initial interview. Students may then appeal and will need to approach the VCAL Leader
if this is their desire.
Sanctions that can come from Breaching Authentication range from repeating a set task, to dismissal from all
VCAL programs. This depends entirely on the nature of the offence, and the issue is treated extremely
seriously.

VCE / VCAL Handbook 2022

45

FAQ
I am struggling in Year 11 and have no VET course; can I swap into VCAL?
Unfortunately, the answer is no. All students completing VCAL must have a VET certificate in place. It is
possible to do a Traineeship or SBAT that will cover this, however, that must be in place before you can swap
out of VCE.
My employer is happy to have me work with them, but they are struggling to pay me, what can I do?
You can talk to the VCAL Co-ordinator or Careers Manager. Sometimes work placements can be turned into
Traineeships or SBAT. We can help you and your employer achieve this in most cases.
I have completed Year 11 and my VET; I am not going to university and I want to change into VCAL. Am I able
to?
Yes, you can. You may need to meet some other criteria such as work placement or an interview, but you
certainly can apply to do VCAL.
My parents/guardians don’t understand how VCAL works and they are expecting me to do VCE. I know this is
not the right pathway for me, can someone help?
Yes. There are a few options you can take here. Firstly, talk to the Careers manager and find out if VCAL will
meet your individual needs. If the answer is yes, find the VCAL Co-ordinator and have a meeting. They will be
able to support you and your parents through the process.
If I have no ATAR can I still go to university?
Yes, of course. You may have to complete a Certificate IV or Diploma course first, but university is still an
option for you in the future.
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