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23rd October 2009 Issue Number: 30 School Council President -  Mrs Jenny De Witte  

30th Oct Yr 12 Exams (English) 
30th Oct Free Dress DayτGold Coin Donation 
4TH Nov Yr 8 Girls Eastern Zone Volleyball 

Dear parents, students and friends of Healesville High School 
 
Year 12 ς The Class of 2009 
This has been a very important 
week for our Year 12 students. 
The formal class work has been 
completed and now they are 
preparing for their exams. This 
group of students have been 
excellent ambassadors for our 
school. They have been a 
cohesive group and they have 
been involved in all aspects of 
school life and beyond in our 
community. This week has been 
marked by respect, celebration 
and mutual farewells. 
A special whole school 
assembly was held on 
Wednesday to farewell our 
graduating class. Ben Hardman 
MP addressed the Year 12 
students, our school captains were presented with awards by the Healesville RSL for their involvement in ANZAC Day and Vietnam 
Veterans Day commemorations and the whole school body congratulated the Class of 2009 for completing their secondary education. It 

was very pleasing to see proud parents at the assembly. Our school 
community should be very proud of the behaviour of our Year 12 
students, especially in this week. Good luck and best wishes for your 
future pursuits!! 

 
Notebooks Computers for Students Program 
Our new notebook computers initiative has been received very 
positively by families. Over the two evenings, the information 
sessions provided parents with an opportunity to explore individual 
issues and speak with suppliers about the notebook computers on 
offer. Please remember that the expression of interest forms and 
appropriate payment are due by 30thOctober 2009. We will 
providing further information early next week about potential 

variations to the advertised price of computers at VCE level.  This information may make the program more attractive to those who wish 
to be involved but do not intend to purchase the computer outright at the end of the end of the agreement. 
Youth Reconciliation Project 
This week our students launched a DVD focussing on reconciliation issues. A group of indigenous and non indigenous students created a 
song to express their feelings about reconciliation. This project was supported by The Shire of Yarra Ranges, Youth Services, The 
Foundation for Young Australians and Yarra Valley Community Health Services. On Monday representatives from all sponsor groups, the 
staff and the students attended a lunch to view the DVD. It was obvious that students really enjoyed the project and gained a greater 
insight into the message behind reconciliation. I commend all involved in this marvellous project. Segments of the DVD will soon be able 
to be viewed on our website. 

George Perini 
Principal 

9th Nov Yr 11 Study Day 
10th Nov Yr 11 Exams Start 
13th Nov Yr 11 to Yr 12  transition 

THE W.I.P. CONCERT  



YEAR 12 
CELEBRATIONS  

 
Our Year 12 students celebrated their last formal day of secondary schooling yesterday with 
a range of good natured, fun activities. óMuck upô day as we have come to understand it 
through the media certainly did not happen at Healesville High School, where our students behaved respectfully, 

enjoyed each otherôs company and involved themselves in all aspects of the day. The Year 12ôs arrived in various costumes and obviously 
much time and effort had gone into preparation. There were superheroes, fairies and  
construction workers to name but a few. Kate Dilena was resplendent in a 1970ôs style psychedelic  dress, bringing back wistful memories 
of long ago óhippy daysô to some of the older female members of staff. Joe Kay, the school captain, appeared to come dressed as himself! 
Upon arrival the students proceeded to charge admission to the school grounds, and actually collected a few dollars. All students then 
attended three, one hour English seminars designed to provide final preparations for the first major examination, to be held next Friday 
October 30. Thanks to Mr MacDonald, Ms Meade and Mrs Jackson for preparing and presenting these sessions. Before lunch a school 
assembly was held where the Year 12ôs presented their awards to teachers, the traditional óElroyô awards. These were good humoured 
and respectful whilst still managing to raise a laugh at the expense of many teachers. Mr Cleaveley was awarded a nerdy, computer type 
(geek) award ï very well deserved and appropriate! There was a mention made of Mr Nedumannilôs liking for alcoholic drinks, only on 
special occasions of course, and the omission of a mute button was highlighted as a design defect in Ms Nettleship. Following this  
assembly a óSubwayô lunch was provided and enjoyed; especially by Miranda Hammarstrom, who as a part-time employee of Subway had  
apparently prepared the food for all 60 students and staff the evening before. We are grateful to the YMCA for funding the lunch and also 
providing the expertise and equipment for the enjoyable activities that followed. Students participated in competitive activities involving 
flour and bobbing for apples; and the combination of flour and wet faces made for various interesting sights. Finally students were able to 
use óSumo suitsô for what could be broadly called wrestling. The afternoon was set aside for preparation for the eveningôs formal  
graduation dinner. Much effort and many hours were obviously spent on hair, make-up, nails and choosing appropriate glamorous outfits ï
and that was just the boys! The graduation dinner was held at the Lilydale International and students, their parents/guardians and staff 
enjoyed an extremely pleasant evening together, formally acknowledging the achievements of all students, and recognising the  
significance of reaching the end of thirteen years of  schooling. Without exception the students were immaculately attired and the evening 
was a great success. Thanks are owed to Mr Cleaveley and Mr Dwyer for their work in organising all aspects of the night and for their work 
as Later Years managers in mentoring, advising and assisting this group of VCE students. Final examinations commence in one week and 
the whole school wishes our students the very best of luck, not only with those exams but also with their future careers. We hope that they 
are successful in whatever they choose to pursue. 
 

Allan Rennick 
Assistant Principal 


