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DATES TO REMEMBER

Thur ~ 19th February Yr 10 Outdoor Education Surfing Thur  26th February HHS Swimming Sports
Mon 23rd February School Council Meeting Fri 27th February EMA Applications due back to HHS

Dear Parents and friends of Healesville High School

Our community has been shaken over the past week with the tragedy that has unfolded across the state. The
Healesville community has been affected both physically and emotionally. One of the most important aspects that
has emerged out of this difficult week has been the resilience of people and the overwhelming desire to help others
in need. | am sure that we would want this community spirit to continue at all times.

The Healesville High School community has been affected by the bushfires. Staff and families have lost their
homes and possessions. Many have had less damage but have none the less been impacted by the fires and the
emotion of the week. Others have been evacuated or chosen to leave and they too have been affected. If you or a
member of your family needs support please let the school know. Our Student Wellbeing team is available to assist
students.

The impact has been significant but members of our community value each other and therefore want to help. The
Relief Centre at the school, coordinated by the Salvation Army is a testament to the support out there. It is
important for everyone to now heed the advice regarding the type of donations that are required.

As a school we have received emails and phone calls of support from many schools and organisations. School
Council at its next meeting will discuss possible strategies to support our 7 families that have lost their homes. Staff
are also supporting colleagues both at Healesville or elsewhere that have lost property. Yesterday | was delighted
to receive a phone call from the principal of Elderslie High School in NSW, informing me that students had raised
money for the families of our school. Also, one of the Japanese schools that visits Healesville every year, Hokkaido
Kiritappu High School, is sending a donation to assist our affected families. | have already passed on our thanks on
behalf of all of the families involved.

At school we have tried to support students and at the same time bring back the normality of their day to day
program. Classes are back to normal and staff will work with students to regain the momentum lost last week. My
suggestion to the school community would be to keep things calm and to return to regular patterns. Now that it
seems that the immediate threats are past, we will be continuing to follow up lateness, attendance and uniform
issues. These were excellent in the first week. If you have any concerns or issues that we should know about,
please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Communication in times of emergency has highlighted that family contact details are very important. Could all
families please ensure that the school has the latest information regarding your home phone number, mobile
phone numbers and the contact details of the people you are happy to act on your behalf in case we cannot
contact you. Furthermore given that, like last week, we may need to contact families quickly it would be very useful
to have your email addresses for quick contact.

Included in this special newsletter | have provided information for the forthcoming School Council Elections. If you
have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Finally may I thank all families for your on-going support and cooperation especially in this difficult time.

George Perini

Acting Principal

v Healesville Netball Association | HELP HELP HELP

Registration day for Junior and Senior players has been | Healesville Relief Centre is requesting no more second
rescheduled for Thursday 19th February at Healesville High hand goods to be donated at this point in time as they
School Community Centre on Camerons Road at 4:00pm. have plenty.

Enquiries welcome: Yvette Stanley 5962 1620 New goods and tools (second hand included) would be
greatly appreciated.
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Red Cross

To date the Red Cross has registered a total of 1356 people at the Healesville Relief Centre and 689 people at the Yarra Glen Relief Centre.

Relief Centres

The Healesville and Yarra Glen relief centres will operate on Monday to Wednesday from 8am until 8pm; Thursday to Friday 9am to 7pm and Saturday

and Sunday 10am to 6pm.

Community Meetings
Warburton (Mechanics Hall) i 18 Feb and 21 Feb

Healesville (Queens Park) tonight 16 Feb; 19 Feb and 22 Feb. All commencing at 6pm.

Yarra Valley's churches

Yarra Valley'schurchesand chapl ains
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people who have been touched by the bushfire tragedy tonight (Monday 16 February) at 7pm at the Lilydale Showgrounds. Trained grief counsellors

will be attending. For more information contact Pastor Dan Harbottle on 0418 838 189.

Impact on Healesville & Yarra Glen Traders
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Emergency relief - government and community bushfire fund.

Processes for developing/implementing business redevelopment strategies.
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Municipal Recovery Committee structure (including Economic Recovery Committee)

This will lead into discussions about the establishment of the Economic Recovery sub committee.

Ongoing Business Support
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To help build a business case for appropriate support of the economic recovery of the region theEconomic Development Unit is collecting relevant data
from businesses who have been impacted. Your feed back is important. Please complete the form via the link below.
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Page/Forms.asp?Form_1d=172

We realisesome business people in the Healesville area will not have access email or internet. Please feel free to print and share this e-bulletin or
advise Donna Donovan of an alternative mail/email contact. thank you

What the Shire is doing to help the community get back on its feet

As part of our assistance to the community the shire formed a recovery committee in the immediate aftermath of the fires to coordinate the long-term process of community
recovery, including assistance with access to emergency relief grants, counselling, material aid and other personal support services.

Among a range of actions to support people affected by the bushfire the council is:

1 Waiving rates for the 2008/09 rates period on houses that have been destroyed by the fires. In addition any money already paid as instalments for the 2008/09

rates period will be refunded to affected residents.

1 Providing access to special payment arrangements for ratepayers who have lost other buildings or infrastructure on their properties or sources of income from

those properties, including crops or stock, or who have become unemployed because of the impact of the fires.

1 Providing free of charge to owners and their insurers copies of construction plans of any property affected by the bushfires to help support the rebuilding process.

Records are available dating back to the mid 1960s.

1 Providing a fast track planning permit process for fire-affected properties i fees will be waived.

1 Assisting residents with supplies for livestock. Residents requiring hay, stock feed, fencing, stock water troughs and temporary agistments can phone 9294 6125.
Donations of these supplies can also be made by phoning this number. Owners of livestock can also access hay at the Healesville and Yarra Glen Relief

Centres.

1 Residents requiring temporary accommodation for domestic pets can take them to the Victorian Animal Aid Trust in Killara Road, Coldstream.

1 Assisting in clearing and making local roads safe to help restore services, infrastructure and access into affected areas.

1 Providing property assessments for residents whose homes have been damaged or destroyed by the bushfires, including inspections of water tanks and septic

tanks. Staff from the
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their properties can organise an inspection by phoning 9294 6133 or 9294 6415.
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1 Offering asbestos kits, which include disposable overalls, P2 masks, gloves, strong garbage bags and sealing tape are available for residents whose homes may

have contained
able to return to their properties.

asbestos.

Kits
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The Shire's web page is being constantly updated www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

Regards

Donna Donovan,
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Healesville High School School Council Elections 2009

What is a school council and what does it do?

All Government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally
constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school
within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to
directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.

Who is on the school council?

There are three possible categories of membership:

. A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total
members must be from this category. Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent members at
their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school.

. A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this
category may make up no more than one third of the total membership of
school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these
members.

. An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed
by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or
experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be Community members.

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each
year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills
that can help shape the direction of the school.

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement
satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of
belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each
year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than
there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider
e standing for election as a member of the school council

® encouraging another person to stand for election.

Do I need special experience to be on school council?

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in
partnership with others to help shape the school’s future.



SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE
Healesville High School

EVENT DATE
Notice of election and call for nominations Monday 23" February 2009
Closing date for nominations Monday 2™ March 2009

The date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be | Wednesday 4™ March 2009
displayed

The date by which ballot papers will be prepared and On or before Monday 9" March
distributed 2009

Close of ballot Tuesday 17" March 2009

Vote count Wednesday 18" March 2009

Declaration of ballot Thursday 19" March 2009

Tentative first council meeting to appoint Community members | To be announced
(the principal will preside)

Tentative second council meeting to elect office bearers (the To be announced
principal will preside)




